
Summer Romance 

Redefined
Even if you can’t go anywhere, you can still be 

happy about dating your spouse and spending 

more time together!
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Summer romance. 

Maybe it conjures images of sandy flip-flops, 

cutoffs, summer camp, crickets bleating while you 

stargaze. 

But it’s also synonymous with fleeting.

So we’re out to redefine summer romance—

allowing it to rev up a marriage that lasts. Maybe 

you’ve got a little extra time, a little more space to 

share iced tea on the porch or grab a snow cone. 

You’re not abnormal if your marriage has endured 

a lot in 2020. Some of us feel stretched like a water 

balloon. Or maybe you’re feeling flattened like 

bubblegum on the bottom of a sandal.

If your marriage could use a return of the fireworks, 

these ideas are for you. Just pick a few that seem 

doable, that you can give as happily as a sparkler. 

Your summer just got brighter.

Young love is a flame; very pretty,  

often very hot and fierce,  

but still only light and flickering.

The love of the older and disciplined heart is as coals,  

deep-burning, unquenchable.

Henry Ward Beecher
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Give him one night 

on a regular basis 

to do something he 

loves.

Have your kids 

write notes or 

letters about what 

they love about him 

as a dad.

Think about a way 

you’ve been hurting 

or annoying him—or 

failing to step into 

his world. Apologize 

and work hard 

at showing true 

change.

Let him overhear 

you speaking well 

of him on the 

phone, among 

friends, or in public.

Talk with your 

husband about 

setting aside a 

small part of the 

budget to pursue a 

class he’d enjoy.

Text him one way 

you’re praying for 

him on a stressful 

day.

Mention ways you 

see him growing to 

be more like Jesus.

Give him a book 

or magazine 

subscription 

to learn about 

something he loves 

doing.

Design a date night 

to de-stress and 

have fun.

Create a cheerful 

atmosphere around 

the house.

Tackle something 

on his to-do list. 

(Just be sure to 

communicate it’s 

not because he’s 

incompetent or 

delayed.)

Organize or clean 

something in your 

home you know he 

finds messy.

Ban yourself from 

nagging, the great 

life-sucker.

Remind him of 

specific times he’s 

made an impact on 

other people’s lives. 

Initiate great sex.Buy him something small 

to reiterate your belief 

in him: a journal for a 

writer, carpentry pencils 

for a woodworker, grilling 

tools for the master 

chef. Add a note: “Just 

because I love the way 

you’re made.”

Thank him 

once every day 

this month for 

something he does 

for you or your 

family.

Leave a message 

on his voicemail: 

“Thanks for working 

every day to take 

care of our family. 

You are so good at 

what you do.”

Gently 

communicate 

with him about 

what you like in 

bed, and respond 

encouragingly to his 

attempts.

Start and keep a 

“Dreams” binder with 

him. Include some 

travel brochures or 

whatever gets you 

both energized. In 

the back, make sure 

you have a “Dreams 

turned reality!” file.

20 Days to inspire your spouse

One for him, and one for her!
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FOR HIM
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Leave 30 things you 

love or appreciate 

about her on 

separate sticky 

notes. Leave one 

somewhere every 

day.

When circumstances, 

conversation, or even 

movies or songs bring 

up an area in which 

she excels, lean over 

and whisper, “You 

know, you do that so 

well.”

Be proactive about 

doing something 

together that she 

really enjoys. Make 

a date, get her 

excited, and share 

her enthusiasm.

Send a snail-mail 

love note to her at 

home, affirming all 

she does for your 

family.

Think of something 

on her to-do list 

that she finds 

overwhelming or 

doesn’t have time.

Be an advocate for 

her rest. Gently help 

her to evaluate and 

set limits on her 

to-do list.

If your wife likes 

to dress nicely, go 

with her to shop for 

clothes in which 

she feels confident 

and looks fantastic.

When she messes up, 

communicate, “You’re 

safe with me—I’m 

not going to rehash 

your failures. This is a 

secure place for you to 

grow … and I love the 

journey with you.”

Post on her social 

media: “I love being 

your husband. You 

still take my breath 

away.”

Have your kids 

write notes or 

letters about what 

they love about her 

as a mom.

Initiate something 

fun and unexpected: 

play paintball, 

laser tag, or sand 

volleyball; organize 

a picnic and bring 

books you’re 

reading.

Organize or clean 

something of yours 

she finds messy.

Commit your eyes 

only for her. Enlist 

the accountability of 

a trusted friend and 

websites like  

x3watch.com to 

develop monogamous 

eyes from a 

monogamous heart.

Send her an email: 

“Praying for you 

today. Thanks 

for being so 

courageous in ___.”

Give her a book or 

audio CD to learn 

about something 

she loves doing.

Give her a massage 

that doesn’t lead 

to sex unless she 

requests it.

Take care of the 

kids for a day so she 

can have a personal 

spiritual retreat.

Listen to her sincerely. 

Make eye contact 

and ask thoughtful 

questions, i.e. “How 

did that affect you?” 

or basic who/what/

where/when/why/how 

questions.

Compile a CD or 

playlist of songs 

that specifically 

encourage things 

you love about her.

If she’s got a 

budding hobby or 

one that’s been 

neglected, purchase 

a related item she 

would enjoy.

20 Days  to inspire your spouse

One for him, and one for her!
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1. Text something sweet, sexy, thankful, or playful: Thanks 

for all you do to get us all out the door in the morning. 

You still take my breath away.

2. Check your spouse’s calendar, and then kidnap her from 

work for a quick lunch or an afternoon romantic matinee.

3. Bring his favorite coffee shop treat home.

4. Leave a steamy voicemail.

5. Load the dishwasher for her. (Trust me. It works.)

6. Invite him to take a shower with you.

7. Get a little “handsy” in the kitchen.

8. Lay your head on his chest or tucked beneath his arm 

while you watch your Netflix fave.

9. Compliment her in front of a friend.

10. Pick up her favorite snack at the grocery store.

11. Grab her hand while riding in the car.

12. Encourage him about something he did well at work.

13. Wrestle.

14. Borrow the kids’ Nerf weapons.

15. Encourage your kids to thank her for something she’s 

done for them.

16. Write him a love note.

17. Make her a homemade card.

18. Give him a massage.

19. Write her a sappy (or funny) poem.

20. Read her a love poem.

21. Rub her feet.

22. Make him a compilation CD or playlist of songs that 

express your heart and relationship.

23. Give her a scalp massage.

24. Take a bath together.

25. Buy her flowers.

26. Kiss at every stoplight.

27. Ask to hold her hand.

28. Play with your kids together.

29. Light candles.

30. Wear perfume or cologne and attractive underthings.

52 Ways  to flirt with your spouse

Cut these out and put them in a jar!
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31. Speak her love language.

32. Clean up your bedroom.

33. Take care of one thing that’s been weighing on him.

34. Make up a goofy song about her on the fly.

35. Overlook a mistake he made.

36. Call to tell her something about your day.

37. Advocate for her.

38. Plan a date in.

39. Remember one of your favorite lovemaking memories, 

and whisper it in his ear.

40. Go on a walk.

41. Paint her toenails.

42. Thank him for something unexpected.

43. Listen to her. Ask good questions. 

44. Initiate fun sex.

45. Tell her about a memory you love from when you were 

dating.

46. Pick up a bag of her favorite candy.

47. Play a little jazz while you cook together. Grab her hand 

and dance for a moment.

48. Develop a code for talking when the kids are in the room 

about possible lovemaking.

49. Come to bed naked.

50. Go stargazing.

51. Pick up a small gift that will delight and surprise.

52. Pray together.

Cut these ideas out, 

and stuff them in a jar. 

Pull an idea out every 

day, and be sure to see 

them through!
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13. Personality trait:

14. Adjective:

15. Noun:

16. Adjective:

17. Plural noun:

18. Plural body parts:

19. Length of time:

20. Adjective:

21. Movie title:

22. Place:

23. Spouse’s habit:

1. Number:

2. Plural noun:

3. Plural noun:

4. Adjective:

5. Adjective:

6. Number:

7. Number:

8. Plural noun:

9. Verb:

10. Noun:

11. Past tense verb:

12. Body part:

Isn’t it great we’ve been married these ___________ years? After all, our relationship has been full of 

________________  and _________________ , leaving us _______________ and ________________ . ___________ kids and 

___________  __________________ later, you still know how to ______________ my ________________ .

When I first met you, you ____________________ me off my ______________ with your _________________ and 

________________  ______________ . And you’ve never been able to resist my ___________  _________________. When 

we first locked _________________ , I knew we’d last ______________ .

Our romance at first was _____________  but has become its own version of __________________ .  

Who knew we’d be a match made in _______________? 

Every time you _________________ , I remember it was God who brought us together.

[number]

[adjective][plural noun]

[plural noun]

[past-tense verb] [personality trait][body part]

[adjective] [adjective]

[adjective] [movie title]

[spouse’s habit]

[place]

[plural body parts] [length of time]

[noun] [plural noun]

[adjective][plural noun] [number]

[number] [verb] [noun]

Step Two: take a moment to fill in the blanks below, and read the finished Mad Lib out loud to your spouse.

“Romantic” Mad Libs

Step One: Have your spouse fill in the word prompts below.
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Summer    Card Deck 
Romance

Pick a card, any card—from a fresh stack of ideas for romance.

TIP: Make sure you print these next few pages out single sided, 

not double sided.

Aim to subtly 

touch your 

spouse five times 

today.

Clean up your 

bedroom. Then 

light candles.

Thank your 

spouse for 

something.

Get up a few 

minutes earlier 

than usual. 

Brush your teeth. 

Come back to 

bed for a kiss, or 

maybe more.

Kick kids out of 

your bedroom at 

8 p.m.

Ask, “What’s one 

of your favorite 

things I do for 

you in bed?”
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Try something 

new in the 

foreplay 

department.

Write “I’m crazy 

about you” in 

dry-erase on the 

bathroom mirror.

Give a foot 

massage.

Compliment your 

spouse’s looks at 

least twice today.

Keep yourself 

from any form 

of criticism for 

three straight 

days.

When you’re 

right, refrain 

from anything 

resembling “I 

told you so.”

Hold your 

spouse’s hand.

At dinner (best if it’s 

dinner out …), casually 

take out a pen and 

write a note to him on 

a paper napkin—letting 

your spouse know what 

they can look forward 

to at home. Fold it and 

slide it across the table.

Blindfold your 

spouse and 

“kidnap” them. 

Take them to 

a romantic 

evening.

http://familylife.com
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Try your hand at 

making breakfast 

on Saturday 

morning. Tell 

your spouse they 

deserve a break 

and should feel 

free to sleep in.

Step in to help 

your spouse 

with a chore 

that’s underway: 

unloading the 

dishwasher, 

folding laundry, 

straightening the 

garage.

When you’re 

walking out 

the door, kiss 

your spouse 

passionately. 

Say, “I wish I 

didn’t have  

to go.”

Resurrect common 

courtesies: opening 

the car door for 

her, bringing him a 

beverage when he 

comes in, putting 

down the toilet seat, 

helping carry in 

groceries, picking up 

your clothes.

Respond to a pet peeve: 

Park the car straight, 

or leave it clean. Put 

the dishes in the 

dishwasher rather than 

the sink. Stop clicking 

your pen. Find out  

ways you could try to 

stop snoring.  

(You get the idea.)

The morning 

after making 

love, embrace 

your spouse. 

Whisper how 

much you loved 

being together.

Rub your 

spouse’s 

shoulders while 

they’re at their 

desk or washing 

dishes.

Invite your 

spouse for a 

walk after work.

Do a small chore 

so your spouse 

won’t have to: 

Make the bed. 

Fill the gas tank. 

Put the kids  

to bed.
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I forgive you. And I won’t bring this up again, OK?18

What would sound great for dinner tonight?17

It is so cool to watch the man you’ve become since we’ve 

been married.

I’m proud of you.

15

16

I want to go out with you. Are you free on ____________ 

night?

I got the car washed and serviced today, hoping it would 

just take a little of the load off of you.

 I am more in love with you than ever.

No matter how royally you mess up, I’ll always be glad 

you’re mine, I’ll forgive you, and I’ll love your socks off.

I’m sorry. Will you please forgive me for __________?

11

13

10

12

14

50 Things to say to your husband to make him feel great

Your words can make a difference in the life of your husband.  

We’ve compiled a list of 50 things to say to your husband to 

make him feel great. Why not try one today?

Thanks for doing that. It means a lot to me when you 

serve me in little ways like that.

 I can’t believe how _____ you are. You are so clearly gifted 

in that area.

You are my best friend.

I know you and I haven’t been seeing eye-to-eye lately. 

But I want to let you know that I accept you whether I 

agree with you or not, and I’m committed to working on 

our relationship so we both feel understood and secure.

The way you ____________ is such a good complement  

to me. God knew what I needed when He gave me you.

I am such a different woman because of the way you 

__________ (love me, gently lead me, make me feel secure, 

etc.).

I’m seeing lately that you may not feel very ____________ , 

but I hope you know I still respect you deeply.

I don’t have a bit of a headache tonight. Interested?

I love it when you wear that.

1

5

9

3

7

2

6

4

8
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You make me so happy just by being you.

I love you so much.

49

50

Our kids are so blessed to have a dad like you.  

I love the way you ___________ them.48

I miss you. Have a great time!47

You are so well-disciplined in ____________ .

You still take my breath away.

45

46

Why don’t you take the night off? I’ve got the kids.44

I made your favorite ___________ !43

I got tickets!

Mind if I hold your hand?

41

42

I stayed within the budget this month!

You and me this evening:  

Game on.

39

40

I love doing _____ with you.

You are one of the best gifts I’ve ever received.  

I am so humbled that God gave me you.

37

38

I saw this at the store, and it made me think of you.

35

36

I think you have so much to offer, and I can see it in the 

ways you _________.

I’m so glad you’re home.

33

34

To the kids: I love your dad so much. He is so _____________ .

Do you feel like I’m understanding you?

I got a babysitter tonight!

31

32

Can I give you a massage?

I love being around you.

29

30

I had no idea you could do that!  

You continue to impress me.

What do you think?

27

28

 Just wanted to let you know I’m praying for you.

Let’s put the kids to bed early.

I trust you.

Go ahead and sleep in tomorrow.

23

25

24

26

Got a minute? There’s something I want to show you in 

the bedroom.

You’re right.

You handled that incredibly well.

Got your favorite snack at the grocery store!

19

21

20

22
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25 Things husbands should start doing

By Justin Talbert

Have you ever thought, Dang, I just don’t get her?

You’re frustrated at your wife’s frustration with you. It’s 

hard to measure up as a husband! Deep down, you desire 

to please her. But you don’t know where to start.

For me, it happened again this morning. I let her sleep in 

an extra 20 minutes while I fed the boys their breakfast. 

Killin’ it!

But once she woke up, I realized something was off. 

When I asked, she answered (with grace), “Thanks for 

serving me, Justin. But the lawn. You said last week you’d 

mow it. We have company coming over.”

I wanted to scream, “Cut me some slack, sleepyhead!” 

Thankfully, I didn’t. But still—what’s with that reaction?

If you’re reading this, you’ve probably been there too.  

While we can’t crack the code to every situation, the fol-

lowing list is a great way to start loving your wife in a way 

that makes her flourish.  (For the example above, see 

#12. She had every right to confront me like that.) 

Here are 25 no-fail ways to please her:

Lavish her with attention.

Take on an “unhurried heart” so you’re free from 

distractedly thinking about where you’re not. Let her 

experience the full weight of your attention.

Shatter her expectations on the next date.

I mean, go over the top! I’m not talking money. For 

example, call the restaurant ahead of time and make an 

arrangement. Have the waiter recite a humorous poem 

you emailed over the night before. You will benefit from 

this, too. She’ll tell everyone about what you did until 

her last breath.

Value her emotions by unveiling yours.

Disarm the stereotype. Go before the Lord and ask for 

a talkative heart. Then, just chat about what’s going on 

in that big ‘ole heart of yours.

Seize the calendar.

Purchase a brand-new calendar. Together, plan out the 

year’s date nights, weekend getaways, and vacations. 

Sure, things will need to be moved around. But once 

it’s penciled in, you’ll be more conscious of that 

calendar.

Date your wife.

On your wedding day, she declared to the world, “You 

are worthy of pursuing me.” Have you slowed your 

pursuit? What deterred you? Husband, get in there and 

win her heart. Again. Daily.

Forget yourself.

Yes, you read that right. Tuck your needs in your back 

pocket, and lean in to her every need. Lead her by 

example into doing the same and presto! You’re set for 

a thriving marriage.
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Commend her God-given gifts.

Nothing lights up her world more than you looking into her 

eyes and affirming something core to who she is: “Honey, 

you’re the best I’ve ever seen at _____.” Do this often.
Defend her from all attacks.

Especially if it’s your own family throwing the darts. 

As her husband, you’ve made your choice on who’s 

number one. Let the world know.

Detect when things are off.

As husbands, we are notoriously, embarrassingly awful 

at this. Tenderly inquire if something’s up whenever 

you sense it. You can create a safe space within the 

tone of your question.

Cherish her uniqueness aloud.

Whether you’re alone or in public with close friends, 

use those vocal cords to build her up. Make sure she 

knows how set apart she is from other ladies.

Stick to your word, even in the small 

things.

The moment she doubts you’ll actually get around to 

changing the light bulbs this afternoon, is the moment 

trust starts to crack. The enemy cheers for that moment.

Notice things.

Yes, things. Anything. Is the car cleaned out? Do new 

pillows lounge upon your couch? Are her nails done? 

Notice it and name it. This demands of us an unwavering 

attention to the better world she’s creating every day.

Beat her to the punch... 

of asking for forgiveness.

Repeat after me, “I. Am. Sorry.” Guys, for real, that’ll 

get you so far in marriage. Those three words are often 

sweeter than, “I love you!”

Obtain perspective in conflict.

Specifically, look past her rage-mode insults of that thing 

you forgot to do seven months ago, and remember what 

she desires, more than anything, is to connect with you. 

That’s all this fight is about: She wants to feel connected. 

And something’s blocking that.

Acknowledge that her job is (most likely) way 

harder than yours.

If she’s the primary homemaker, she’s no stranger to 

unnoticed, overlooked, ordinary, and unthanked tasks. 

Press in with honor, husband.

Report the details of your day to her.

When your wife asks, “How was work, Babe?” don’t 

respond with, “Good.” Instead, explain when you  

felt significant, where you could use prayer, how you 

laughed, who you talked to, and more.

Include her in financial decisions.

Knowing no matter what money came from her 

paycheck or yours, that it’s all shared, will really boost 

your oneness. May the words, “You make me feel so 

inferior,” never come from her mouth.

25 things husbands should start doing ...continued

Cuddle or kiss her daily.

If make-out sessions lead to sex every time, your wife 

could start resenting them. Kiss for the sake of kissing. 

You probably learned that in high school!

Unearth the inner potato within you...  

and mash it.

You have no right to come home and veg-out in front of 

a screen (whether that’s with a remote or a controller). 

So stop pretending like you do. Pull into your driveway 

every day, and say this five-second prayer: “God, I’m 

tired, but my best energy is needed here.”

http://familylife.com


“Summer Romance Redefined” © 2020 by FamilyLife. All rights reserved. 

For more helpful resources on marriage and family, please visit FamilyLife.com. 15

25 things husbands should start doing ...continued

As a final word, husbands, don’t see this list as the law. You’ll get crushed by it. You’ll always feel worthless. 

You might wonder if you’ll ever measure up. And you’ll count yourself a failure.

Rather, sense the heart, the essence, of each one, and take an improving step today. Perhaps focus on one a 

week. Within six months, you’ll be a walking stud muffin.

In a word, these can all be summarized with “love.” Love your wife as Jesus loves you. Don’t complicate it. In 

His grace, with His help, you can change the culture of your home by doing these things so her life—and your 

life together—will flourish.

Let her make the rules about your 

interaction with other women.

For example: never being alone in a car together, never 

private message on social media, etc. Name one thing 

more important than her sense of safety in marriage. 

You can’t!

Protect your sexual union.

Demolish all other avenues of stimulation. Ponder the 

verb demolish for a moment.

Swoon over her beauty.

Clearly, she’s a hottie inside and out. You chose her! 

God requires of us to get intoxicated by her love, her 

beauty (Proverbs 5:19). OK, Lord, if I have to …

Swell with pride at her compliments.

If she opens up in vulnerability to compliment 

you, swiping the comment away isn’t humility. It’s 

foolishness. Receive the affirmation your wife gives.

Follow Jesus’ leading in your personal life 

and as you lead your family.

She’ll gladly follow you in your process of following Him.

Advise your soul to stay tethered to the Bible.

It’s the True North for every marriage.
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