
 

study with a couple that was really struggling in their 
marriage and watched it transform their relationship 
with God and each other. Most importantly they saw 
their need to draw near to God and be intentional 
about talking to their kids about what God is doing in 
their lives and in their marriage.  
 
These are crazy times and we need strong, loving, 
grounded, marriages that will leave a legacy of hope 
and faith. 
 
Ben and Kelly (my brother and sister-in-law)  use The 
Art of Marriage DVD small group study to mentor  
individual couples.  It may also be used for small groups.  
We also have a version where you may use it at your 
church for a 1½ day event. It was designed to adapt to 
pretty much whatever way you want to use it. 
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W e really get energized when we hear about 
how our partners are involved helping 
couples in their marriage.  Sometimes it is 

just giving encouragement to a couple, but other times 
it takes a little more. 
 
Ben and Kelly are ministry partners that truly have a 
heart for families and don’t mind getting involved. You 
will be inspired how they are making a difference. 
 
 
My husband and I have watched many marriages 
crumble all around us, both Christian and non-Christian, 
which has given us a passion for seeing marriages 
succeed.  
 
Over the years we have taught marriage classes using 
many different materials. One that we keep coming back 
to is The Art of Marriage.   
 
We love using it because 
it is grounded in Biblical 
truth and lets us see the 
greater picture of what 
marriage is all about; a 
reflection of God’s 
unconditional love for us. 
One of the principles 
emphasized in this study 
is that we have to get our 
vertical relationship with 
God right before our 
horizontal relationships.   
 
We just completed this 

10711 PAUL EELLS DR APT 12  N. LITTLE ROCK, AR 72113  JCOOPER@FAMILYLIFE.COM  501-960-5318 (JOHN)  WWW.COOPERFAMILYLIFE.COM 

He is not here;  

 just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay.   

Matthew 28:6 

[ The Art of Marriage Small Group Kit—RPK16526 ] 

Ben and Kelly Cooper 

If you are interested in using it to help other couples, 
drop us an email (jcooper@familylife.com) and we 
can send one out to you for free. 



T his time of year, we reflect quite a bit on the Easter 

story—the story of Christ’s betrayal, His sacrifice, His 

death, and ultimately, the Resurrection that changed 

the course of history and mankind’s relationship with our 

Creator. But what does this have to do with marriage? More 

than you might think. 

If our marriage is meant to reflect the image of God, we have 

no better example than Christ, the living embodiment of 

God’s love. In His omniscience, God knew what marriage 

would take. Through His sacrifice, He showed us that our love 

for each other and even for Him wasn’t enough. We needed 

His love. We need Him. 

When a couple is having 

a severe difficulties in 

their marriage, many 

folks won’t believe their 

marriage can be saved. 

When Christ was 

hanging on the cross, 

the witnesses gazed upon the suffering Christ, the chief 

priests mocked Him. “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself,” they said. “Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come 

down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe” (Mark 15:31-32). The sad irony of their words is that 

because they refused to believe, they would never see their 

own salvation on that cross. 

Our culture is a brutal place to try and save a dying marriage. 

Not only do an increasing number of people not believe in 

the lasting power of marriage, many will gladly take a front 

seat to watch your marriage die. They’ll mock you and your 

spouse and say divorce is a better option. Protect your 

relationship by surrounding yourself with people who 

encourage your marriage rather than dragging it down. 

God used the death and Resurrection of His Son to restore 

our relationship with Him. Do you doubt He can restore a 

marriage? Remember, the Easter story isn’t one of death and 

defeat. No, it’s a story of overcoming death in victory. With 

God, a marriage story can be one of victory, as well.  

What Does Easter  

Teach Us About Marriage? 

I f you are reading 
this, more than 
likely, Bev and I are 

in California scoping 
out the land.  We left 
on March 27th and will 
come back home on April 
5th.  
 
California has loosened 
up many of their COVID 
restrictions so that we are able to 
travel to the state and begin 
searching out a community for us to 
to call home. 
 
While out there, we will be driving and praying through the 
Sacramento and Vacaville communities to see where God 
would lead us.  We are also hoping to meet up with a few 
ministry partners while we are out there. 
 
So our prayer requests for this month would be: 
 
 There will be a lot of choices to review but we are asking 

God to select the community for us. 
 We are asking God to already begin preparing our new 

home and whatever needs to fall into place, whatever 
steps need to be done, let us be obedient to his voice. 

 Prepare our family for the move. 
 We are asking for the last bit of needed support to come 

in. In fact, we are asking him to exceed our goal so that 
we don’t just barely make it, but move with confidence 
that our need support is in place. 

 
We are very thank thankful for you being on this adventure 
with us. It gives us great confidence and encouragement as 
we go to California.  

Sacramento 
Vacaville 
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